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Both Halloween and Obon share the concept of “a
day when the spirits of the dead return”. Candles
are lit and offerings are prepared for these spirits.
In this sense, they are practically the same.

Halloween originally marks the end of the Celtic
calendar. As the 31st of October is the last day of
the year, people hope for good harvests for the fol-
lowing year on this day. The dressing-up is to ward
off the evil spirits that roam the land on this night.
Lanterns made out of pumpkins, called
jack-o’-lanterns, are used for decoration and these
also help to keep away evil spirits. On this night, it
became custom for children to dress up in cos-
tumes, roam their neighborhoods asking for sweets,
which the adults give to them.
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* the spirits of the dead 3EE D

e offerings HEZY

e the Celtic calendar #ILKE

¢ hope for good harvests
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e ward off the evil spirits
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e Lanterns &I (5&355A)

* keep away evil spirits BKIFICTS

e dress up in costumes {93

e roam their neighborhoods asking for sweets
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On the other hand, the dates of Obon differ accord-
ing to region, occurring in some parts between
August 13th and August 15th of the solar calendar,
and in some parts in July of the lunar calendar.
Horses and cows made out of cucumbers and egg-
plants are used for decoration. These signify a
wish for the ancestral spirits to return quickly on a
cucumber horse, and leave slowly on an eggplant
cow. The main point of the custom is to pay
respects to our ancestors which have passed.

» the ancestral spirits to return quickly on a
cucumber horse
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* leave slowly on an eggplant cow
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* pay respects to the ancestors
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Why Halloween Became Popular in Japan?
BENDY 1 YHEFTHITH&LSICB DD ?
@ >

The reasons Haloween became popular in Japan are
probably as follows:

*Theme parks such as Tokyo Disney Resort pro-
moted it with exciting Halloween-themed events.

*English classes started at elementary schools and
English education for young children are strongly
encouraged, so the opportunity to learn about
English-speaking culture increased.

*Many Japanese people already like to do “costume
play”, so they find pleasure in making costumes.

e[t is a part of the character of the Japanese, that
they can enjoy an event without thinking seriously
about religious factors, as can be seen by the popu-
larity of Christmas and Valentine's Day.

By simply considering Halloween as an entertaining
festival, it was easy for it to gain popularity in
Japan.

e elementary schools /JV2#s

¢ English education for young children are
strongly encouraged
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¢ English-speaking culture REBEEDZ{L

e find pleasure in making costumes
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